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Clinical Scenario: Currently NS and NB ground EMS units are stocked with
disposable ETCO2 devices to assist with the confirmation of advanced airway
placement. Currently, ACLS standards recommend the use of waveform
capnography to confirm placement and effectiveness of treatments such as CPR
This is becoming the industry norm in hospitals etc.

PICO (Population - Intervention - Comparison — OQutcome) Question:
Post cardiac arrest patient airway confirmation utilizing a disposable
ETCO2 device vs not using one to confirm ETT placement

Search Strategy: (out-of-hospital OR prehospital OR EMS OR emergency)
AND (cardiac arrest OR cardiopulmonary resuscitation OR CPR) AND
(colorimetric[title] OR end-tidal[title] OR '‘co2 detectorf[title])

Search Outcome: 56 related articles

Relevant Papers:
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Comments:

Very positive, clearly indicating the colorimetric disposable devices are
effective for confirming placement. Experienced the PICO drift as | began
looking at the effectiveness of using these devices in a similar manner as
waveform capnography to gauge the effectiveness of CPR

Consider: Why would you NOT change practice, based on this article?
Clearly proven to be effective with confirming A/W placement, cost
effective method, combined with standard assessments such as
visualization and auscultation

Clinical Bottom Line:

Continue to utilize the colorimetric disposable devices on EMS units in NS &

NB
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